
WELCOME! 



Seeking Environmental Justice Through the Dialogue 
Between Academia and Frontline Communities 

In this panel, we will showcase a series of capstone projects and partnerships that epitomize the 
collaborative efforts between university researchers and those most affected by environmental 
injustice. Through these presentations, we will explore the mechanisms through which academia can 
engage more deeply and effectively with frontline communities, focusing on projects that address 
environmental disparities and seek sustainable solutions. Discussions will center on strategies to 
promote such collaborative projects, ways to empower and support frontline communities effectively, 
and approaches to decolonizing academic practices to ensure equitable participation and 
representation

With 6 different Panelists from CUNY, Columbia, and NYC

Moderation byPANEL 2



Presentation of the Panelists: 

- Moderator
- WE ACT,

- NYC Panelist
- Mayor’s Office of Climate & Environmental Justice

- Columbia Panelists 
- Paul Gallay, Director of the Resilient Coastal Communities Program 
- Amy X. Chen, Staten Island Urban Center: Making Way for the MERC (class: Building Climate 

Justice: Co-Creative Coastal Resilience Planning)
- CUNY Panelists 

- Alex Diaz, Harlem Housing Project
- Marileidy Pimentel, CCNY graduate, WE ACT for Environmental Justice, Bilingual Community 

Organizer | Organizadora Comunitaria Bilingue

https://csud.climate.columbia.edu/research-projects/resilient-coastal-communities-project


QUESTIONS 

How can we harness the expertise of both academic communities and partner 
organizations?

What priorities and goals should guide these partnerships?



GROUP 1
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The Maritime Education, Recreation & Culture 
Corridor, also known as the M.E.R.C., addresses 
key aspects of community needs. The corridor 
along the waterfront is planned to be an enclave for 
Maritime-focussed education, recreation and 
waterfront heritage culture opportunities. 

MERC also fits with the existing plans for making 
the North Shore waterfront more walkable, with 
bike paths and destinations for both tourists and 
residents.

seven main sites in the corridor 

SUIC also envisions vibrant programming along the 
waterfront, from the  Billion Oyster Project , Staten 
Island Kayaking, to community fishing areas.  

























● Alex Diaz, Harlem Housing Project | Alex Diaz-Casos adiaz039@citymail.cuny.edu
1. Possibilities of retrofitting in Manhattanville; modeling; Alex’s tool

 

https://adiaz039.wixsite.com/retrofit-manhattan

2. How WE ACT can participate in sustainable transition without creating more gentrification and displacement; possibilities 
for the Inflation Reduction Act



From CCNY Minors to Internships to Full Time 
Job at WE ACT for Environmental Justice 

Marileidy Pimentel, BS in Earth Science
(She/her/Ella)
WE ACT Bilingual Community Organizer

Cell: 646-532-1101(work)
E-mail: Marileidy.pimentel@weact.org

mailto:Marileidy.pimentel@weact.org


WE ACT 
For Environmental Justice

Since 1988 WE ACT has worked to 
build healthy communities by 
ensuring that people of color and 
low income people participate in 
the creation of sound and fair 
environmental health and 
protection policies and practices. 
WE ACT advocates for policy 
change at local, state and federal 
levels on these focus area with 
different working groups.
 
weact.org



WE ACT Timeline - Línea De Tiempo



Climate Justice
To transition away from fossil fuels and 

mitigate the effects of climate change in a 
fair and safe manner for all communities

Healthy Homes
To promote homes that are safe and 

conducive to overall well-being, addressing 
health and safety concerns such as lead, 

indoor allergens, radon, and carbon 
monoxide

NYCHA
To ensure the growth and improvement of 

NYCHA housing

Transportation
Promotes equitable and sustainable public 
transportation for all through grassroots 

organizing, policy work, and 
community-based research

Beauty Inside Out
Helps girls and femme-identifying people of 
color in Northern Manhattan and the South 
Bronx make informed choices about their 

beauty products through research and 
surveys

Workforce Development
To advocate for a just and equitable 

transition to clean energy for all 
communities, with a focus on providing 

green job opportunities to all New Yorkers

Civic Engagement
Developing voter and civic engagement campaigns, focusing on this year's Federal, State 
Senate, NYS Comptroller, State Assembly, Attorney General, Lt. Gov, and Governor races



GET INVOLVED WITH WE ACT!

BECOME A MEMBER / Hazte un Miembro
weact.org/membership

BECOME A SUPPORTER / Conviértete En Un Partidario
weact.org/donate

SIGN-UP FOR OUR EMAIL NEWSLETTER / Suscríbete A 
Nuestro Boletín De Correo Electrónico
weact.org/newsletter

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA / Síguenos en Nuestras 
Redes Sociales 

¡PARTICIPA CON WE ACT!


